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TAGS: MARR KS KN 

SUBJECT: HELICOPTER INCIDENT 

REF: A STATE 097590; B SEOUL 3008; 

C SEOUL 2920 

1. REGRET DEPARTMENT DID NOT RECEIVE ADEQUATE DISTRIBUTION 
CINUNC MESSAGES ON HELICOPTER INCIDENT AND PRESS GUIDANCE. 

WE HAD REQUESTED ALL MESSAGES BE SENT TO 

DEPARTMENT AND WERE ASSURED THIS WOULD BE DONE. IN CASE 
PRESS GUIDANCE WE CLEARED MESSAGE AND SPECIFICALLY ASKED 
THAT STATE BE INCLUDED AS ADDRESSEE BUT THIS WAS NOT DONE. 
PURPOSE REF B WAS TO INSURE FURTHER THAT DEPARTMENT FULLY 
INFORMED. 

2. AS INDICATED REF B FACTS OF INCIDENT ARE SUBSTANTIALLY 
AS REPORTED IN EUSA OPREPS 191024Z MAY 74 AND EUSA OPREP 
0913 14Z. ADDITIONAL FACTS HAVE NOW BEEN DEVELOPED, 

HOWEVER. TWO HELICOPTERS INVOLVED HAD BEEN FLYING IN AREA 
FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR PRIOR TO TAKING TRACK 

INDICATED PARA H4A, EUSA OPREP 0913 14Z. HELICOPTERS WERE OVER LAND 
SOUTH OF DMZ AT ALL TIMES. HOWEVER, WHEN FIRED 
UPON THEY WERE IN AREA PRESUMABLY CONSIDERED SENSITIVE 
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IN HAN ESTUARY AREA WHERE BOUNDARY IS IN EFFECT RIVER 
ITSELF AND BOTH SIDES IN CLOSE PROXIMITY. AT TIME OF 
FIRING HELICOPTERS WERE FLYING SOUTH OF RIVER BANK IN DIRECTION OF 
NORTH KOREAN GUN EMPLACEMENT WHICH FIRST OPENED FIRE. ACTUALLY 
ONGOING INVESTIGATION NOW INDICATES THAT ROUND WHICH 
AG-IG HELICOPTER TOOK WAS SOVIET/CHINESE 7.62 MM FIRED 
FROM A SECOND NORTH KOREAN GUN EMPLACEMENT LOCATED IN 
NORTHERN PORTION OF DMZ. 

3. ANSWERS TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS REF A ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. ALL REPORTS CONFIRM HELICOPTERS AT NO TIME 
LEFT ROK AIRSPACE. 

B. HELICOPTER MISSION WAS FIELD TRAINING EXERCISE IN WHICH THE 
HELICOPTERS WERE EMPLOYING NAP OF THE EARTH TACTICS, USING 
TERRAIN FEATURES TO MASK MOVEMENT, AND IN CONJUNTION THEY 
WERE CONDUCTING ROUTINE RECONNAISSANCE OF THE AREA. 

CONTRARY TO DEPARTMENT'S UNDERSTANDING, 8TH ARMY 
CONDUCTS FREQUENT FLIGHTS ALONG DMZ IN I CORPS (ROKrtJS) 

GROUP AREA FOR WHICH I CORPS HAD ARMY AVIATION RESPONSIBILITY. 
THESE FLIGHTS ARE CONDUCTED FOR TRAINING, RECONNAISSANCE, 

AND GENERAL SUPPORT PURPOSES. ALONG ENTIRE I CORPS 

SECTION OF DMZ 8TH ARMY PILOTS AVERAGE SIXTEEN FLIGHTS 
PER DAY. THREE FLIGHTS WERE FLOWN DURING APRIL IN 
AREA NORTH OF NEWLY ESTABLISHED NO FLY LINE, 

(SEE PARA 4 BELOW). 

C. AS INDICATED REF C, MAC MEETING WAS CALLED BY 
OTHER SIDE AND MAY 14 DATE WAS SET UP SOME TIME BEFORE 
INCIDENT. REF B WHICH CROSSED REF A OUTLINES OUR PLANS 
FOR MEETING. IN ADDITION TO GENERAL CHARGE OF 
UNWARRANTED HOSTILE ACTION WE NOW ALSO PLAN CHARGE NORTH 
WITH FIRING FROM GUN EMPLACEMENT ILLICITLY LOCATED 
WITHIN DMZ. 

4. TO AVOID FUTURE INCIDENTS IN THIS SENSITIVE AREA, UNC HAS 
NOW ISSUED NOTAM TO EIGHT ARMY PILOTS ESTABLISHING NO FLY LINE 
THAT WILL RESTRICT ENTRANCE IN THIS SENSITIVE AREA. 
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5. WE HAVE ASKED COMUSK TO BE SURE DEPARTMENT LISTED 

AS INFO ADDRESSEE ON ALL MESSAGES REPORTING ON INVESTIGATION. 
HABIB 
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